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Ten Minutes' Caution 


O. xM 


A PLAIN MAN to his FELLOW-CITIZENS. 


T is, in general, of very little Importance to the Reater to 
1 know who, or what Sort of Peron, the Writer of any Thing 
is. But to you, Feilow Citizens, I think it is material to conſider 
who the Men are whoſe Writings on public Matters are r:com- 
mended to your Peruſal. In this View, you will permit ine to tell 
vou Something of myſelf. Firſt, then, I will tell you who I am 
not. I am not a Foreigner, who would gratify Reſentment as 
well as Prid by throwing this Country into Confuſion. I am not 
a deſperate Incendiary, whoſe Circumſtances cannot be made worſe 
by any Change, who will take the Chance of ſetting the Houte on 
Fire that he may pilfer the Furniture while it is burning. I am 
not a furious Enthuſiaſt in Religion or Politics, who, under Pre- 
tence of Toleration in the one, or Liberty in the other, would 
overturn the eſtabliſhed Church or the eſtabliſhed Conſtitution.— 
I am none of thoſe, my Brethren. I am a plain Man, a Tradeſ- 
man, who, having acquired a Competency by his honeſt Induftry, 
is now winding up his Buſineſs, in order ro enjoy taar Competency 
in Eaſe and Quiet, in his old Age, in the Midſt of a virtuous 
Family of his own Rearing. I know Nothing of great Men or 
Miniſters, and concern myſelf no farther about them than as I 
think their Meatures are for the Intereſt of my Country. I care 
not who fits at the Helm, provided the Veſſel be well ſteered. 
Bur though I am perfectly _—_—_— as to my own Circum- 
ſtances, yet I am dependent as far as this goes, that the Happi- 
nefs, or the Proſpect of the Happineſs, of my Fellow-Citizens 
makes me happy: Their Unhappineſs, or the Fear of their Un- 
happineſs, m me unhappy. 

In this Character, and with theſe Feelings, I am tempted to uſe 
my Pen, for the firſt Time in Public, to caution my Countrymen 
againſt the Miſchief which ſome Men would wiſh to do among 
you; to beg of you not to endanger the Peace and Proſperity of 

ourſclves and your Country to gratify their Malice, their Am- 
— or their Hopes of Gain. 

Conſider, my Friends, at what Time, and in what Circum- 
ſtances, thoſe Men would perſuade us to make a Change in our 
Situation. Would any of us think it ent, in the Way of 
Trade, if our Buſineſs were good, our Shop well frequented, our 
Cuſtomers increaſing, in ſhorr, every Thing about us in a thriving 
Condition, all at once to alter our Firm, to change our Agents 
abroad, to diſmiſs our Clerks and Servants at Home, and to tell 
our Cuſtomers that we were to deal with them in a quite different 
Way four the Future? Would any of us do this? Or would not 
our Relations take out a Commiſſion of Lunacy againſt us if we 
did? — Juſt as madly, my Friends, it appears to me, ſhould we 
act, if, in the preſent Situation of our public Affairs, we ſhould 
think of altering that Conſtitution under which, by the Bleſſing of 


God, we have attained, and enjoy, our preſent National Security 


and Profper.ty. 

I ſhould be glad to know what Advantage we are to get by 
the Levelling of Ranks, which thoſe Writers would perſuade us 
to wiſh for, by regaining what they call the Rights of Max. If 
they have a Mind to go back to the Woods again, and live as 
they ſay Men lived in this Country Two Thouſand Years ago, 
let them, in God's Name; but I, who am fitting in a good ſnug 
Parlour, with all my Family Comforts around me, will rather 
chuſe to keep as I am. If there is to be any Society at all, I pre- 
ſume ſome mult neceſſarily be richer and more powerful than 
others ; but if thoſe who have little are ſecure of it, I ſay, as 
I ſaid before, they may be as » ippy as thoſe who have the moſt. 
As Things are at preſent, I find great Advantage in the Riches 
and Grandeur of fome of my Countrymen. I have a Set of 
wealthy Cuſtomers who put a great Deal of Money into my 
Pocker in the Year, whole Expencts, ſuitable to their Rank and 
Situation in Life, enable me to enjoy all the foiid Comforts ſuirable 
ro mine. 

received, forme Time ago, a Letter from an old Friend and 
Correſpondent at Mancher, full of hard Words, and in a tigh- 
fluwn Stile, complaining ot the Extravagance and Luxury of 
Dukes and Lords, who wert no better Flach and Blood than he 
or I, and ang me to put down my Name to a Set of Reſo- 
lutioas for correcting that Abuſe. I thought at firſt my old Friend 
had been playing upon me, as it was about the f:4/irg Time of 
the Year; but when I was told that there were feriouſty ſuch Re- 
ſ>lutions propoſed at Mancheſter, I wrote a ferious Anſwer. 1 
dc ſired hun to recollect how much of my Money had gone threugh 
his Hands ſince our fift Dealings with one another, and that 1 
believed in my Confo.ence there was icarce a fingle Necefary in all 
our Accounts; ſo that i Luxury was to be put down, he muſt 
ſnut up Shop. | beltirre nz good Front was aſhamed of him- 
ſelf, for he anſwered my ne: Order, and faig Nothing more of 
the Reſolutions. | 

The ractern Levellcrs tel! us what we are to gain by their 
Man, but, my Friends, it is neceFiry fur us to think what we 
ſhould loſe by it. Every lan in 2 decent Situation in Lite, even 
if he carns his Bread by ths Sweat of li Brow, has ſomething he 
can call is own, !ometiins he teels comfortable in, and wiiich 


Taings ot other Peopl- in a higher Sperr, waich is gencraliy 
a Siruution of more Care than Comiort. 

F very Man who has Something to preferve for himſelſ, anl too 
honeſt to encroach on his Neighbours, will tremble at the EH ct, 
of throwing looſe every Bond of Peace and good Order. My 
Mancheſter Friends ſome Time azo had a Tatte of the Conte- 
quences in the Burning of their Cutton-Milis.—T his is a ſtrong 
Inftance of what are the Principles lately attempted to be intro- 
duced among us.— The Truth 1s, I believe, that if this new Syſtein 
was to take Place, the Effect would be, that the next Day all the 
Rich would be ruined, above Halt the Induſtcious would be ſoon 
ps out of Employ, and in a little Time ail the Poor would be 

arved. 

We hear a great Deal about the Americans and the Frerch, and 
the excellent Governments they have eftabliſhed ; and one of ther 
great Apoſtles of the new Doctrines tells us how much we ſhould 
pn by adopting the like Governments, In the firſt Place, 

am ſtrongly inclined to ſuſpect the Frientſhip of this Gentlo- 
man's Advice. He te!ls us hiniſelf that he b-gan by doing ths 
Country all the Harm in Lis Power in Favour uf America; that 
he formed the Scheme, during the War with that Country, of 
coming to England for the Purpoſ: of broaching his Principles; 
and ſeems to have thought, that if People were mad enough to 
liſten to him, we ſhould ſoon have been in fuch a Situation, that 
neither America nor any other 448 have had any 
Thing to fear from us.—I am told he ſince reſided princi- 
pally in France, where he has probably found new Reatons fur 
making this Attempt ;—and yet this Impoſtor now gravely tells 
you, that this is done from his great Regard for your Welfure ; 
as far as himfelf is concerned he riſks little, as, by all Accounts, 
he has n-ither Property nor Reputation to loſr. | 

This Gentleman tells us we have no Conſtitution, and that what 
we have is wretchedly bad, and that therefore we ſhould overturn 
it, and get the American or the French Conſtitution as faſt as 
we can. I do not imagine any of my Countrymen know what 
theſe American or French Conſtitutions are; and, I confeſs, 
I hardly think it worth their Enquiry, while they arc happy under 
our own. I believe, however, the Fact is, that the Americans, 
after left us, were under great Difficulty how to go on at all; 
luckily for them Mr. Paine was not at hand to preach Confuſion ; 
they had ſtill ſome Notion left of the Britiſh Conſtitution, under 
which they had ſo long lived, and they had Senſe enough to con- 
form to it as nearly as they could. As to France, their old Go- 
vernment was bad enough; what it is now it is difficult to fay : 
I am told that, in fact, they have no Government at all; and 
what it will end in he muſt be very dic or very bold that will 

ues. 

X Mr. Paine tells us we are oppreſſed and ruined by Taxes ; and 
he propoſes, if we will let him make a new Conſtitution for us, 
to fave us a World of Expence, by turning adrift all the preſent 
Servants of Government, and having only a certain Number of 
Officers, by whom all the Buſineſs of the Nation is to be done. 
Our Taxes, (one Halt of which were laid on to pay the Debt of 
the American War, in which Mr. Paine was fo active againſt us), 
to be ure are heavy, and I am glad to find that our preſent 
Managers have begun to take off fume of them ; bur I don't find 
we have been ruincd even by theſe Taxcs; on the Contrary, we 
have been thriving apace under the preſent Government. But 
what 1s the Reaſon we pay thefe Expences ? Becauſe the Buſineſs 
of a Nation, like that of an Individual, cannot be done without 

aying the Servants it neceſſarily employs. Mr. Paine, indeed, 
— made this wonderful Diſcovery, that if you have fewer Servants 
at leſs Wages it would coſt you leſs. This may be very true; 
bur if a Farmer were to part with his Labourers, or a Manu- 
facturer with his Workmen, under Pretence of diminiſhing his 
E.xpences, and it appeared that he did this without conſidering 
the Extent and Manner of cultivating the Farm, or the Nature 
and Profit of the Manufacture, do you think that either would 
be fooliſh enough to take Advice? If they did the Conſequerce 
would be, that at the End of the Year the Farmer would be 
turned out ef his Bargain for not paying bis Rent, and the Ma- 
nufaccurer would become a Bankrupt. 

My Friends, I am no Philoſopher, nor fine Writer, though 
got a tolerable Education at the Charter-Houte, and remember 
a little of my Grammar as well as Mr. Paine. But withazut Phi- 
lofuphy or fins Writing, I may venture to beſecch you, not ta 


throw away ail the Bleſſings you poticſs on a wild Experi- 


ment to find Something better, and that too on the Authority of 
People who have an Intereſt in miſleading you. For my own 


Part, I am come to an Age that cannot lock for living long to 
enjuy our preſent National Proiperity ; but I kaye Chiliren and 
Grand-Children; and I cannot bear to tink, tha: Folly or Wicks 
» 4 s ſh Id d * 11 * 1 Aich I | " iP "vx * 
cdneſs ſhouid endanger the Happine!s which I hope they will in- 
her:r, by having the god Fortune to be born under the Brittb 
Conſjtirutien, 


